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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1972 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed 

As  this  will  be  the  final  report  to  you,  and  in  197^  public  health  will  end 

a long  association  with  local  government,  it  seems  appropriate  and  of  interest 
to  recollect  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  over  the  years.  V/hen  one  does 
look  back  one  is  left  with  an  impression  of  how  fast  time  passes  and  change 
takes  place  and  yet  also  how  slowly. 

The  oldest  available  report  by  a medical  officer  of  health  in  this  area 
is  that  for  Alnwick  in  1902.  No  doubt  it  was  representative  of  the  circumstances 
existing  in  North  Northumberland  at  that  time  and  it  is  largely  reprinted  in  the 
following  pages.  All  those  who  are  seventy-years-old,  and  there  are  many,  were 
born  into  the  conditions  depicted  in  the  report  and  they  either  experienced  them 
or,  as  was  the  habit  then,  were  protected  from  them  in  what  is  now  referred  to 
as  the  "golden”  Edwardian  era.  Public  health  was  very  much  involved  with  drains 
and  infectious  disease.  There  were  lodging  houses  for  tramps  and  overcrowding  - 
how  often  does  one  see  a tramp  let  alone  a female  tramp  in  Northumberland  in 
1972*  There  was  the  belief  that  infectious  diseases  were  largely  spread  from 
blocked  drains  as  much  as  by  personal  contact.  Scavenging  had  just  been  under- 
taken by  the  local  authority  and  there  was  a recent  act  to  control  people's 
conditions  of  work. 

In  the  centre  of  the  town  there  were  stables,  byres  and  middens  with 
liquid  manure  seeping  into  houses.  The  open  offal  cart  wended  its  way  through 
unpaved  streets.  Drinking  water  was  often  coloured  and  had  to  be  turned  off  on 
many  nights.  Water-borne  sewage  had  only  settling  tanks  for  treatment  while  in 
the  rural  areas  especially  earth  closets  were  the  rule  and  not  the  exception. 

There  was  an  infectious  disease  hospital  with  uncovered  access  to  toilets, 
inadequate  hot  water  supply  and  no  means  of  disinfection.  Presumably  the  female 
tramp  with  smallpox  was  admitted  there. 

There  is  an  unconscious  humour  in  the  report.  The  opening  address  of 
"Gentlemen"  could  not  possibly  envisage  women  members  serving  on  the  Council. 
There  is  the  suggestion  that  the  Councillors  would  be  more  relieved  to  be 
spared  the  cost  of  a smallpox  outbreak  than  they  would  be  to  escape  an  epidemic. 
There  was  the  assumption,  as  was  commonly  believed,  that  small  boys  would  suffer 
psychological  damage  as  a result  of  seeing  unpleasant  sights  in  the  slaughter- 
house and,  also,  that  the  town's  morals  would  deteriorate  if  the  water  supply 
was  cut  off. 

Both  the  birth  and  infant  mortality  rates  were  high  and  21  infants  out 
of  17^  live  births  died  before  they  were  one  year  old.  Only  two  out  of  every 
five  people  lived  until  they  were  sixty.  There  were  l8  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
and  these  occurred  in  people  aged  as  young  as  25  years.  The  incidence  in  1902 
of  other  killing  infectious  diseases  such  as  smallpox  and  diphtheria  was  probably 
low  compared  with  other  years. 

A public  mortuary  was  needed  both  because  dead  bodies  presumably  un- 
claimed were  found  lying  in  the  streets  and  because  there  was  no  alternative 
but  to  keep  decomposing  deceased  relatives  in  overcrowded  bedrooms. 

Many  houses  had  standpipes  for  water  and  gullies  for  slops.  Yards  and 
streets  were  largely  unpaved.  The  milk  supply,  a common  source  of  infection, 
was  untreated  and  badly  stored. 
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In  the  midst  of  these  conditions  it  was  only  possible  to  find  one  house 
which  was  unfit  for  habitation.  One  wonders  what  it  was  like. 

It  is  of  interest  to  compare  events  and  conditions  in  Alnwick  in  1902 
with  a population  of  about  6,000  with  those  in  rural  North  Northumberland  in 
1972  which  had  a population  of  85,000  (the  ten  authorities  from  Morpeth  west 
to  Rothbury  and  north  to  Berwick). 

In  these  ten  authorities  in  1972  there  were  two  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
one  person  aged  71  years  and  the  other  a recent  immigrant  from  abroad.  There 
were  only  nine  new  cases  mainly  in  older  people. 

Only  nineteen  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  occurred  in  nearly  one 
thousand  births  and  half  of  these  were  the  result  of  congenital  abnormalities 
incompatible  with  life.  There  was  one  death  each  from  food  poisoning  and 
meningitis  but  these  were  unusual  occurrences.  Diphtheria,  typhoid,  smallpox 
and  poliomyelitis  were  mainly  risks  through  importation  from  abroad. 

Most  of  the  area  had  mains  water  supply  apart  from  outlying  farms  and 
small  villages.  Sewage  treatment  had  only  been  provided  in  many  areas  in 
recent  years  but  the  remaining  centres  of  population  had  schemes  tinder  con- 
struction or  consideration. 

In  the  ten  years  1962/71  the  population  fell  by  4,000.  Nine  hundred  and 
twenty  unfit  houses  were  demolished  but  4,280  new  houses  were  built  which  meant 
that  fewer  people  were  living  in  more  and  better  housing. 

Of  the  deaths  in  1972  only  one  quarter  occurred  in  persons  who  were 
under  sixty  five  years  of  age. 

In  1972  lodging  houses  and  infectious  diseases  hospitals  were  no  longer 
local  necessities;  housing  had  improved  almost  beyond  recognition;  there  was  a 
mortuary  in  Alnwick;  slaughterhouses,  food  hygiene  and  milk  production  were 
controlled  by  legislation;  there  was  good  refuse  collection  and  disposal;  there 
was  control  of  conditions  of  work;  in  general  currently  acceptable  standards 
for  living  conditions  were  no  longer  comparable  with  1902. 

If  those  involved  with  environmental  conditions  in  I9O2  were  to  have 
returned  seventy  years  later  they  could  have  been  excused  for  thinking  that, 
in  the  lifetime  of  the  babies  born  in  their  year,  most  of  what  they  had  set 
out  to  do  had  been  achieved. 


Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

in  Alnwick  for  1902  are  printed  in  the  following  pages. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  other  Members  of  the 
Alnwick  Urban  District  Council 

1902 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  weather  during  the  year  1902  has  been  throughout  cold  and  wet,  and 
favourable  to  the  development  of  pulmonary  disease  and  rheumatism.  The  absence  of 
warm  weather  has  lessened  the  prevalence  of  diarrhoea  so  common  in  the  summer  time... 
It  is  a matter  of  congratulation  that  the  town  has  not  had  to  cope  with  an  epidemic 
of  Smallpox,  and  its  accompanying  expenses. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  small  rainfall  has  caused  the  water  supply  to  be  short  on  several 
occasions,  and  it  was  foiuid  necessary  to  shut  it  off  for  98  nights.  Pumping  has 
had  to  be  again  resorted  to  on  62  days. 

I cannot  do  better  than  preface  my  remarks  about  water  supply  than  by 
quoting  an  extract  from  a standard  work  on  Public  Health.  "Of  all  vital  requisites 
water  is  the  most  essential.  It  has  decided  in  large  measure  the  distribution  of 
man  over  the  globe,  and  at  the  present  day  in  sanitary  matters  its  consideration 
takes  precedence  over  all  other  questions.  A wholesome  and  liberal  supply  of  water 
is  essential  to  every  community,  not  only  for  alimental  use,  but  for  purposes  of 
personal  and  general  cleanliness,  trade  and  manufacture,  and  safety  against  fire. 
Deficiency  of  water  is  invariably  followed  by  ill-health,  and  a lowering  of  the 
moral  standard". 

Danger  of  Intermittent  Supply.  - Should  any  escape  of  foul  gas  occur  near 
the  hydrants  there  is  the  danger  of  its  being  sucked  into  the  mains  and  so  poll- 
uting the  supply.  There  is  another  and  greater  danger  to  be  contended  against, 
viz. , the  street  hydrants  become  full  of  filth  which  is  washed  into  them  from  time 
to  time...  thus  finding  its  way  into  the  pipes,  and  finally  into  domestic  supplies. 

If  this  happened  at  only  one  point  it  is  quite  enough  to  render  useless  the  care 
that  is  taken  in  collecting  and  purifying  water.  How  much  more  must  this  apply 
when  nearly  all  the  hydrants  are  affected...  After  wet  weather  the  supply  is  col- 
oured... This  colouration  evidently  comes  from  the  shallower  springs;  as  it  is 
from  two  to  three  days  after  a heavy  rain  that  we  begin  to  feel  the  benefit  of  an 
increased  supply,  combined  with  the  tvirbid  condition  which  leads  many  people  to 
think  that  they  are  drinking  Rugley  Burn. 

SEWAGE 

The  Canongate  Sewage  system  is  at  present  occupying  the  attention  of  the 
Council,  and  also  the  treatment  of  the  combined  sewage  at  the  Main  Sewage  Works. 

It  is  at  present  proposed  to  slightly  modify  these, to  make  them  into  open  septic 
tanks,  and  then  treat  the  combined  effluent  by  Aerobic  Filters. 

SCAVENGING 

Since  the  Council  has  taken  the  scavenging  into  its  own  hands  there  has 
been  a marked  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  town.  This  must  have  a bene- 
ficial effect  upon  the  Public  Health.  It  is,  however,  very  difficult  to  deal  with 
some  districts,  as  places  that  are  cleaned  in  the  morning  become  as  bad  as  ever 
before  night  owing  to  the  careless  and  filthy  habits  of  certain  portions  of  the 
community. 

, DISPOSAL  OF  SLOPS 

The  careless  method  of  disposal  of  slops  in  some  of  the  crowded  parts  of  the 
town  has  given  rise  to  many  nuisances  in  the  past,  due  to  the  absorption  of 
putrescible  matter  into  the  soil  surrounding  the  sinks,  and  its  subsequent  de- 
composition in  warm  weather.  In  view  of  this,  I reported  to  the  Council  in  May  as 
to  the  benefit  that  would  accrue  from  cementing  the  surface  round  the  sinks  for  a 
distance  of  two  or  three  feet.  I find  from  the  Inspector’s  report  that  many  have 
been  done. 


/cont 
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PAVING  OF  YARDS 

A great  number  of  the  yards  and  lanes  are  at  present  either  unpaved  or  at 
best  only  paved  with  cobble  stones.  In  some  of  these  there  are  dwelling  houses 
mixed  up  with  stables,  cowsheds  and  their  attendant  middens;  the  consequence 
being  that  the  rain  and  liquid  manure  penetrate  into  the  soil  and  foundations 
of  the  houses,  and  render  them  damp  and  unhealthy. 

HOUSE  ACC0MI40DATI0N 

The  house  accommodation  for  the  /orking  Classes  still  leaves  much  to  be 
desired.  The  erection  of  workmen's  dwellings  behind  Clayport  is  slowly  progress- 
ing, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  be  finished  during  the  coming  season.  Many  more 
houses  are  required  in  the  town  before  overcrowding  can  be  thoroughly  dealt  with. 

LODGING  HOUSES 

The  erection  of  two  Lodging  Houses,  one  of  which  is  registered,  and  the 
other  I expect,  will  be  by  the  time  this  report  is  read,  will  relieve  the  town  of 
a good  deal  of  responsibility,  and  enable  the  authorities  to  do  away  with  the  un- 
licensed Lodging  Houses,  and  to  deal  with  the  worst  cases  of  overcrowding  that 
may  occur. 

HOUSES  CLOSED 

A house  in  the  Angel  Inn  Yard  has  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation, 
and  also  a room  in  the  Crown  Inn  Yard.  Both  have  been  closed. 

HOUSES  BUILT 

Only  about  seven  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  pant  year,  or  are  i 
course  of  erection...  The  widening  of  the  footpath  on  Bondgate  Hill,  and  the 
making  of  a cart  track  hardly  come  under  the  heading  of  sanitary  improvements, 
though  undoubtedly  of  great  benefit  to  the  town. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

The  Slaughter  Houses  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  certain 
improvements  would  be  beneficial.  The  necessity  of  cleanliness  has  been  impressed 
upon  the  tenants,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  a great  step  has  been  made  in  this 
direction  although  there  is  still  room  for  improvement.  The  number  of  boys  who 
hang  about  the  slaughter  houses  are  a great  annoyance  to  the  tenants,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  bad  effect  such  sights  must  have  upon  them. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS 

The  attention  of  the  Council  is  specially  directed  to  the  Dairies  and 
Cowsheds.  In  many  cases  cows  are  kept  in  imsuitable  places,  the  air-space 
required  being  in  nearly  every  case  insufficient,  and  the  provision  for  the 
storage  of  milk  are  of  a most  meagre  description. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT 

This  Act  which  came  into  force  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  enables  the 
CoTincil  to  deal  with  workshops  and  work  places  which  have  not  sufficient  air- 
space, nor  necessary  accommodation  for  employees;  and  which  are  not  kept  in  such 
a state  of  cleanliness  as  may  be  necessary. 


/contd 
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BAKEHOUSES 

The  bakehouses  have  received  special  attention,  and  were  found  clean;  and 
with  the  exception  of  one,  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  which  provides  that  on  and 
after  Jan.  1st,  1904,  no  xmderground  bakehouse  is  to  be  permitted  unless  special 
provision  for  ventilation  and  lighting  be  made. 

INFECTIOUS  HOSPITAL 

The  Infectious  Hospital  requires  certain  alterations  and  improvements  in 
view  of  the  climate  in  which  we  live.  The  present  open  way  from  the  wards  to  the 
Nurses'  room  and  w.c.'s  should  be  closed  in,  provision  made  for  an  adequate 
supply  of  hot  water,  and  an  efficient  disinfecting  apparatus  provided. 

PHTHISIS 

In  November  I reported  to  the  Council  as  to  the  infectious  nature  of 
Phthisis,  and  the  Council  gave  their  consent  for  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  to 
disinfect  any  room  where  a death  from  that  disease  had  occurred.  My  medical 
colleagues  in  the  town  have  promised  to  give  all  assistance  in  their  power  in 
the  voluntary  notification  of  such  cases. 

MORTUARY 

Perhaps  I might  here  mention  the  need  there  is  in  Alnwick  of  a properly 
constructed  Public  Mortuary,  not  only  for  the  disposal  of  any  dead  body  that  may 
be  found  and  await  a Coroner's  Inquest,  but  also  for  the  reception  of  the  dead 
before  interment.  There  are  many  families  living  in  one  or  two  rooms  among  whom 
the  practice  of  keeping  a dead  body  in  the  house  for  a considerable  time  before 
burial  is  the  rule  and  not  the  exception.  I may  point  out  that  there  is  a certain 
danger  to  Public  Health  in  retaining  a corpse  in  a crowded  house  until  putrefaction 
commences.  This  danger  becomes  more  apparent  when  the  death  happens  to  have  taken 
place  from  an  infectious  disease.  I am  quite  aware  of  the  prejudices,  and  oppo- 
sition, there  would  be  to  the  removal  of  the  dead  from  the  home  to  the  mortuary 
on  the  part  of  the  very  class  of  people  who  would  benefit  most  by  such  an  est- 
ablishment, but  still  I consider  it  my  duty  in  the  interest  of  public  health  to 
mention  the  need  there  is  for  some  provision  of  this  kind. 

DEATHS 

During  the  year  there  have  been  113  deaths,  19  of  which  occurred  in  the 
public  institutions  in  the  town.  Of  these,  44  were  over  the  age  of  60  and  21 
under  1 year  of  age. 

DEATH  RATE 

The  annual  death-rate  is  16.82  per  1000.  Although  the  death  rate  is  higher 
than  last  year  it  is  3*3  below  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years. 


The  causes  of  death  as  tabulated  are  as  follows :- 


Diarrhoea 

..  1 

Diseases  and  Accidents) 

Phthisis 

..  10 

of  Parturition  ) 

..  1 

Tubercular  Diseases 

..  8 

Heart  Disease 

..  13 

Cancer 

..  9 

Accidents 

..  5 

Bronchitis 

..  9 

Brain  Diseases 

..  6 

Pneumonia 

..  9 

Urinary  System 

..  8 

Alcoholism 

..  2 

Digestive  System 

..  11 

Premature  Birth 

. . 1 

All  other  causes 

..  20 

Total  113 


/contd. 
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All  the  deaths  from  Phthisis  occurred  in  persons  between  the  ages  of  25 
and  60.  The  Phthisis  death-rate  compares  favourably  with  that  of  last  year... 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  1 year  (21)  is  higher  than 
last  year,  but  still  3»7  below  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years. 

BIRTHS 

registered  during  the  year  numbered  17^  - 8l  males  and  93  females,  giving  a 
birth-rate  of  25*9  per  1000.  The  birth-rate  is  below  the  average  of  the  last 
10  years,  the  average  rate  being  27*6. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

There  have  been  during  the  year  22  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified, 
as  follows 

Smallpox  1 Erysipelas  3 

Diphtheria  1 Scarlet  Fever  17 

none  of  these  fortunately  ended  fatally. 

The  case  of  Smallpox  was  of  a modified  type,  and  occurred  in  a tramp 
admitted  to  the  Workhouse.  It  fortunately  did  not  spread,  although  we  had  reason 
to  believe  that  the  woman  had  been  into  the  town  before  admission  to  the  House. 
No  cause  could  be  assigned  for  the  case  of  Diphtheria,  but  as  one  or  two  other 
cases  had  previously  occurred  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  attention  was 
directed  to  the  gully  traps  in  the  street...  In  most  cases  of  Scarlatina  not 
traceable  to  outside  infection  the  drains  have  been  examined,  and  in  severail 
cases  have  been  found  to  be  at  fault. 


The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  1902  reports  under  the  following 
headings 

Total  number  of  nuisances  abated 

Nximber  of  water  closets  repaired 

Number  limewashed,  cleansed 

New  syphonic  cisterns  in  place  of  old  ones 

Pan  closets  taken  out  and  replaced  by  pedestals 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstruction 

Drains  relaid,  repaired  or  otherwise  improved 

Drains  trapped  by  gully  traps 

Drains  flushed  with  hosepipe 

Drains  smoke  tested 

Rooms  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  disease 
Miscellaneous  nuisances  arising  from  various  causes 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  1972 

Vital  Statistics  The  estimated  mid-year  population  of  the  Borough  in  1972  was 
11,760  persons.  This  is  an  increase  of  120  persons  over  the  total  enumerated  in 
the  1971  Census.  It  is  rather  surprising  when  the  trend  in  recent  years  has  been 
one  of  outward  migration  and  depopulation.  In  addition  there  was  a considerable 
excess  of  deaths  compared  with  births  - I87  deaths  in  1972  and  121  births,  a 
difference  of  66  persons.  These  figures  are  corrected  ones  after  the  abstraction 
of  those  resident  in  Berwickshire. 

There  were  121  births  and  of  these  68  were  males  and  females.  This  is 
a reversal  of  raale/female  ratio  of  recent  years  when  there  has  usually  been  a 
predominance  of  females.  The  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  markedly  lower 
than  in  1971;  121  births  compared  with  183  in  1971 • The  crude  birth  rate  of  10. 3 
per  thousand  population  was  well  below  the  national  rate  of  l4,8  per  thousand 
and  the  adjusted  rate,  11.1  per  thousand,  was  similarly  well  below. 

There  were  I87  deaths  compared  with  168  in  1971 • The  crude  death  rate 
was  15.8  per  thousand  population  and  the  adjusted  rate  13»0  per  thousand.  These 
compare  with  a death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  12.1  per  thousand.  However, 
the  population  of  the  Borough  is  considerably  older  than  England  and  V/ales  as  is 
shown  by  the  comparability  factor  of  0.82.  The  number  of  deaths  from  circulatory 
disorders  was  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  which  was  not  unexpected 
because  of  the  age  structure.  However,  the  number  of  deaths  from  malignant 
neoplasms  and  respiratory  causes  were  lower  than  would  have  been  expected.  There 
was  only  one  infant  death  and  it  was  again  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  infant 
death  rate  remained  below  the  national  rate  - 8 per  thousand  live  births  com- 
pared with  17  per  thousand.  There  were  four  deaths  due  to  accidents  and  one 
4ue  to  a motorcycle  accident. 

Immunisation  This  was  maintained  at  a high  level  during  the  year  and  the  table 
shows  the  number  of  infants  in  the  northern  district  who  have  received  primary 
imravinisations.  Acceptance  of  rubella  vaccination  for  adolescent  girls  has  again 
been  higher  than  in  the  previous  year.  Measles  vaccination  for  one-year-old 
children  also  continues  to  gain  in  acceptability  but  has  not  yet  reached  the 
level  of  other  primary  vaccination. 
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Infectious  Diseases  There  was  only  one  notified  case  during  the  year.  This  was 
a case  of  food  poisoning  but  the  causative  organism  was  not  isolated  by 
bacteriological  examination  - a not  uncommon  occurrence.  No  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  occurred  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  infectious  disease. 
Environmental  Conditions  These  are  detailed  in  Mr.  Halley's  report.  The  main 
drainage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  will  improve  the  amenity  of  the  area. 
Although  the  numerous  outfalls  of  untreated  sewage  constituted  a potential 
hazard  to  health  the  dilution  which  occurred  was  large.  No  cases  of  sewage 
born  disease  such  as  typhoid,  paratyphoid  and  poliomyelitis  has  been  notified 
for  over  fifteen  years. 

A survey  of  unfit  housing  over  the  past  few  years  has  now  resulted  in 
there  being  no  areas  or  groups  of  unfit  housing  remaining.  Such  unfit  houses 
as  exist  are  single  ones,  many  of  these  have  been  or  are  being  improved,  and 
the  need  for  demolition  is  considerably  reduced.  However,  a number  of  sound 
houses  are  still  in  need  of  improvement. 


Ian  G.P.  Fraser 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  area  of  the  district  was  7,126  acres. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  4,66l. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  11,760 
and  this  figure  was  taken  when  calculating 
the  Birth  and  Death  Rate. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

(Figures  in  brackets  are  as  returned  by 

General  Register  Office.  Those  shown 
first  are  corrected  by  the  abstraction 
of  Scottish  births  or  deaths) 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

67  (93) 

44  (67) 

Illegitimate 

1 (2) 

9 (10) 

Totals 

68  (95) 

53  (77) 

Crude  Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Crude  Birth  rate  multiplied  by  Comparability 

1.08 

10.3 

Factor 

11.1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total 

live  births 

8.3 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Totals 

~ 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still  births 

8 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) 

Legitimate 

1 (1) 

- (1) 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Totals 

1 (1) 

- (1) 

Infant  Mortality 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  total  live  births  8 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  9 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1 ,000  total  live  births  8 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 


Total 

111  (l60) 
10  (12) 

121  (172)" 

(14.6) 

(15.8) 

(7) 

1 

~ 

(6) 

1 (2) 
1 (2) 

(12) 

(13) 

( -) 
(12) 


Deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births 


8 


(12) 
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Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 


Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined  per 

1,000  total  live  and  still  births  27  (17) 


Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


Males  Females  Total 


Deaths 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Crude  Death  Rate  multiplied  by  comparability 

factor  (0,82) 


75  (83)  112  (1l8)  187  (201) 
15.8  (17. 1) 

13.0  (14.0) 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

(as  returned  by  the  General  Register  Office) 


1 

i 

Infant  Mortality 

England  and 

Wales  - Deaths 
under  1 year 
per  1 ,000  Live 
Births 

! Year 

Nxiraber  of 

Infant  Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 

Live  Births 

1890 

39 

98 

142 

1891  - 1900 

51 

134 

153 

1901  - 1910 

39 

115 

128 

1911  - 1920 

23 

88 

100 

1921  - 1930 

19 

74 

72 

1931  - 19^0 

10 

55 

59 

1941 

12 

60 

60 

1950 

12 

48.6 

30 

1955 

9 

36.0 

25 

1956 

12 

44.1 

24 

1957 

6 

21.8 

23 

1958 

7 

21.7 

22 

1959 

4 

15.0 

22 

i960 

1 

3.6 

21 

1961 

6 

21.9 

21 

1962 

6 

21.1 

21 

1963 

4 

14.8 

21 

1964 

4 

15.9 

21 

1965 

5 

22.5 

19 

1966 

3 

i4.2 

19 

1967 

3 

13.0 

18 

1968 

6 

26.2 

18 

1969 

3 

14 

18 

1970 

4 

17 

18 

1971 

1 

4 

18 

1972 

1 ' 

8 

i 

17 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


(Includes  19  Scottish  deaths  not 

transferred  by  G.R.O.) 

Males 

Females  Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

1 

1 

2 

*»  '»  - Oesophagus 

1 

- 

1 

" ” - Stomach 

k 

- 

4 

»»  " - Intestine 

2 

2 

4 

**  " - Lung,  Bronchus 

k 

1 

5 

•»  '•  - Breast 

- 

3 

3 

»*  '•  - Uterus 

- 

3 

3 

Leukaemia 

- 

2 

2 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

1 

5 

6 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

1 

2 

Anaemias 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood  etc. 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

1 

- 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease 

1 

3 

6 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

31 

24 

55 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

6 

12 

18 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

11 

29 

40 

Other  Diseases  of  Cii^^ulatory  System 

5 

13 

18 

Pneumonia 

2 

4 

6 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

2 

1 

3 

Peptic  Ulcer 

- 

2 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

3 

4 

Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

- 

1 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

- 

1 

1 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

2 

3 

5 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

- 

1 

All  Other.  Accidents 

2 

2 

4 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

2 

- 

2 

"B3“ 

iW 
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POPULATION 

Population  Census 

1881 

13,961 

n ti 

1891 

13,362 

tl  M 

1901 

13,437 

l»  n 

1911 

13,075 

tl  tl 

1921 

12,985 

It  It 

1931 

12,299 

Housing  Survey 

1936 

12,245 

It  It 

19^9 

12,455 

Population  Census 

1951 

12,550 

It  It 

1961 

12,200 

R.G.  mid-year  estimate 

1962 

12,280 

II  It 

1966 

11 ,710 

II  It 

1967 

11,650 

II  II 

1968 

11,280 

II  II 

1969 

11,530 

II  It 

1970 

11,440 

Population  Census 

1971 

11,650 

R.G.  mid-year  estimate 

1972 

11,760 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISE/iSES 
Food  Poisoning  - 1 


Age 

Groups 

TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  j 

1 Non-Pulmonary 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

0-1 4 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65+ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  j 

i 

- i 

_ 

- i 

Year 

New 

Cases 

Total 

Pulmonary 

j Non-Pulmonary 

1950 

11 

1 

1 

12 

1955 

11 

2 

13 

1956 

9 

1 

10 

1957 

8 

2 

10 

1958 

13 

2 

15 

1959 

5 

1 

6 

i960 

17 

- 

17 

1961 

1 

- 

1 

1962 

- 

1 

1 

1963 

5 

- 

5 

1964 

2 

- 

2 

1965 

1 

- 

1 

1966 

1 

- 

1 

1967 

2 

- 

2 

1968 

2 

- 

2 

1969 

- 

- 

- 

1970 

2 

- 

2 

1971 

2 

- 

2 

1972 

- 

1 

- 
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IMMUNISATION 


Berwick  M.B»,  Belford  R.D.,  Glendale  R»D.,  Norham  & Islandshires  R.D. 


(Population  25 i 900) 


Disease 

Primary  Immunisations 

Reinforcing  Doses 

Under  4 

4-15 

Total 

Under  4 

4-15 

Total 

Diphtheria 

397 

4 

401 

3 

307 

310 

Whooping  Cough 

397 

4 

401 

1 

- 

1 

Tetanus 

397 

4 

401 

3 

307 

310 

Polio 

388 

7 

395 

3 

298 

301 

Measles 

265 

38 

303 

- 

- 

- 

Rubella 

279 

279 

1 

[ 

- 

- 

There  were  25^  live  births  in  the  area  during  1972  and  the  number  of 
primary  immunisations  of  infants  under  4 years  of  age  compared  to  the  number 
of  births  is  high. 


COUNTY  OF  THE  BOROUGH  AM)  TOWN  OF  BERWICK- UPON -TV/EED 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
1972 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Covmcillors  of  the  Borough  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

A Report  such  as  this  must  endeavour  to  summarise  in  a few  pages, 
the  work  of  a department  for  a year,  recording  statistically  inspections 
made,  notices  served  etc.,  and  highlighting  any  aspects  of  work  caLling 
for  special  attention.  I make  no  apology  for  again  focusing  attention  on 
housing  improvement  grants.  These  will,  I feel  sure,  prove  their  worth 
in  the  future  particularly  with  the  inclusion  of  repairs  being  made  a 
condition  of  grant  approval.  To  some  extent,  time  devoted  to  housing 
was  carried  out  at  the  expense  of  other  routine  duties  but  this  seemed 
justified  so  that  no  opportunity  should  be  missed  in  encouraging  owners 
to  take  advantage  of  grants  while  they  remain  at  their  present 
attractive  level. 

I have  pleasure  in  acknowledging  my  indebtedness  to  all  who 
co-operated  in  the  Department's  work. 


D.S.  Halley 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

A total  of  thirty-seven  routine  samples  from  the  various  sources 
in  the  Borough  were  taken  by  the  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Company 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  but  three  were 
found  to  be  of  "excellent”  quality.  Subsequent  check  samples  of  these 
three  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Chlorine  is  added  to  all  water 
prior  to  distribution  and  the  water  from  the  Murton  and  Thornton  Bore- 
holes is  treated  with  alkali  to  neutralise  potential  corrosive 
properties. 

The  supplies  are  known  not  to  be  plumbo-solvent  and  are  well 
protected  against  contamination. 

Water  mains  were  extended  in  the  Borough  by  22,679  feet  of  3” 
main,  2,813  feet  of  4"  main  and  296  feet  of  6"  main. 

Latest  water  analyses  are  as  follows :- 


Samples  from; 

Murton  Borehole 

Thornton  Borehole 

Dock  Roi 

Appearance 

Clear  & Bright 

Clear  & Bright 

Clear  & ] 

Colour  °Hazen 

1 

1 

n 

Turbidity 

0 

0 

1 

pH  value 

7.2 

7.2 

7.0 

Free  CO2 

18 

24 

29 

Hardness  (as  CaCO^) 

Total 

104 

186 

236 

Carbonate 

102 

142 

146 

Non-carbonate 

2 

44 

90 

Calcium 

58 

100 

132 

Magnesium 

46 

86 

104 

Alkalinity  (as  CaCO^) 

102 

i42 

146 

Sxilphates  (as  SO^) 

38 

52 

64 

Chlorides  (as  Cl) 

25 

25 

35 

Ammonia  Nitrogen  (as  N) 

0.03 

0.06 

0.04 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  (as  N) 

- 

- 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  (as  N) 

4.4. 

3.5 

6.1 

Iron  (as  Fe) 

0.04 

0.08 

0.02 

Manganese  (as  Mn) 

<0.05 

^0.05 

^0.05 

Fluorides  (as  F) 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

Concentrations  in  milligrams  per  litre. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  position  regarding  supply  of  water 
to  domestic  premises 


Number  of 

Approximate 

Houses 

Population 

Water  supply  in  house 

465^ 

11,754 

By  stand  pipe 

2 

2 

By  other  means 

5 

4 

SEIVERAGE 

During  the  year  the  major  scheme  of  renewing  the  town's  oldest 
sewers,  constructing  pumping  stations  and  a sewage  treatment  plant  was 
begun  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  well  under  way 

It  is  expected  that  this  vital  work  will  last  until  Spring  197^ 
but  its  completion  will  greatly  reduce  pollution  of  the  Tweed  as  well 
as  giving  other  benefits. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  19^9 

A sewer  test  baiting  in  July  showed  9 manholes  to  be  infested  out 
of  70  baited.  These,  together  with  adjoining  manholes,  were  poisoned 
and  when  a further  treatment  was  carried  out  in  November,  no  "takes" 
were  recorded,  indicating  the  sewers  were  at  that  time,  clear  of  rats. 

In  recent  years,  it  has  been  the  practice  to  use  the  acute  poison 
sodium  fluoracetamide  in  the  sewers,  but  with  the  considerable  amount  of 
reconstruction  of  the  sewerage  at  present,  it  has  been  decided  to  use 
the  much  less  toxic  warfarin  until  work  in  the  sewers  is  completed. 

Following  complaints,  1^9  visits  were  made  to  infested  premises, 
slightly  fewer  than  the  previous  year. 

Rodent  control  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  a Pest  Control 
Firm  under  contract  and  a satisfactory  service  is  given. 


17 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  I96I  - PIGEONS 

Quarterly  treatments  continue  to  be  carried  out  and  during  the 
year,  1,352  pigeons  were  destroyed.  However,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
number  of  pigeons  in  the  town  is  decreasing,  although  the  continuing 
improvement  and  repair  of  older  houses  is  depriving  pigeons  of  nesting 
sites  in  or  around  the  town  centre.  This  fact  may  well  have  more  effect 
on  the  pigeon  population  than  our  efforts  at  extermination. 

The  number  of  complaints  remained  low  and  of  a localised  nature, 
and  where  appropriate,  advice  on  deterring  pigeons  wan  given. 

INSECT  INFESTATIONS 

Twenty-two  complaints  were  received  concerning  infestations  of 
insects  and  seven  wasps  nests  were  destroyed. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  I961 

Information  required  about  premises,  inspections  and  notices 
served  is  summarised  in  Appendix  2. 

HOUSING 


As  in  the  previous  year,  much  of  the  Department's  time  was 
devoted  to  house  improvement.  The  number  of  grant  approvals  was  more 
than  double  that  of  the  previous  year  and  eight  times  the  average  rate 
for  the  four  years  preceding  the  Housing  Act,  1969*  Another  feature  was 
the  considerable  rise  in  the  average  grant  approved  which  although, 
influenced  by  inflation,  showed  that  generally  a more  thorough  job  was 
being  carried  out  than  during  the  previous  year. 

HOUSING  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Discretionary  Grants 

No.  of  Separate 

Houses 

In  G.I.A. 's 

Others 

a)  Applications  submitted  during  year 

21 

118 

b)  Applications  approved 

21 

116 

c)  Improvements  completed  by  end  of  year  60 

22 

38 

d)  Approximate  average  grant  per  house  of  (c)  £848 

e)  Total  number  of  houses  improved  with 
grant  aid  since  19^9 


485 


standard  Grants 


During  Year 


Total  to  Date 


Number  of  separate  houses 

for  which  grants  have  been  made  3 6? 

Number  of  houses  provided  with 

a)  Bath  or  shower  3 59 

b)  Wash  hand  basin  3 61 

c)  Hot  water  supply  3 6l 

d)  Water  closet  3 62 

e)  Food  store  - 41 

f)  Sink  1 3 


A total  of  607  Local  Authority  houses  were  improved  with  the  aid 
of  exchequer  grants. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

With  grants  being  sought  by  the  owners  of  older  property,  slum 
clearance  is  becoming  less  of  a problem,  although  the  West  Street, 
Berwick  Clearance  Area  was  declared  during  the  year  in  an  endeavour  to 
remedy  an  unsatisfactory  situation  which  has  existed  for  some  years. 
Only  two  of  the  nine  houses  are  occupied  and  much  of  the  property  is 
dilapidated. 

Elsewhere , one  Closing  Order  was  made  and  one  undertaking  not  to 
re-let  accepted. 

Another  important  factor  to  influence  the  housing  scene  was  the 
creation  of  the  town’s  Preservation  Trust.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
Trust  will  revitalise  some  of  our  older  houses  which  have  been  causing 
concern  for  a number  of  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  sharing  sanitary 
accommodation.  At  3 houses  chemical  or  pail  closets  are  still  in  use. 


Number  of  families 

Number  of  cases 

Total  number  of 

sharing  one  W.C. 

families  concerned 

2 

33 

66 

3 

2 

6 

4 

- 

- 

Total  at  31.12.72 

72 

Total  at  31.12.71 

99 

The  number  of  houses  without  bathrooms  stood  at  242  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  some  y/o  of  the  total  number  of  houses. 

QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 

Eight  applications  for  certificates  were  made  and  five  were 
granted. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  I960 

A total  of  twelve  inspections  and  fifty  site  observations  were 
made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

The  conditions  of  the  five  licensed  caravan  sites  remain 
satisfactory. 

The  owner  of  an  unlicensed  site  was  prosecuted  for  the  second 
time  and  fined  £25  with  £10  costs,  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  site 
remained  occupied. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  195^ 

During  the  year  486  visits  were  made  to  inspect  meat  at  the 
slaughterhouses  and  7 <690  animals  were  inspected.  One  hundred  per  cent 
meat  inspection  is  carried  out. 

Inspections  of  other  foodstuffs  totalled:-  27 

In  all,  l6  tons  2 cwts  1 qtr  10  lbs  of  foodstuffs  were  condemned. 
Compared  with  1971  this  is  an  increase  of  4 tons  6 cwts  1 lb. 

Once  again  a large  quantity  of  frozen  food  was  condemned  during 
the  year.  Overnight  failure  in  deep  freeze  cabinets  caused  the  foods  to 
de-frost  making  them  unsuitable  for  sale. 

Licences  were  issued  to  nine  slaughtermen.  Two  private  slaughter- 
houses operating  in  the  Borough  were  also  licensed. 

Nine  complaints  concerning  foodstuffs  were  received,  each  complaint 
was  referred  to  Health  Committee  and  following  consideration,  warning 
letters  were  sent  in  respect  of  eight  of  the  incidents.  The  ninth  case  con 
“cerned  unfit  bacon  sold  one  week  after  the  expiry  of  the  date  coding 
and  the  firm  concerned  was  fined  £25  with  20  gns.  costs  awarded  to  the 


Council 
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ICE  CREAM 

Nine  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination,  the  results  being:-  Grade  1-8,  Grade  II  - 1 . 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

The  Coimty  Health  Inspector  took  15  samples,  the  results  were 
as  follows :- 


Designation 

No.  of 
Samples 

Results 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Phosphates 

Test 

Count 

Untreated  Milk 

Pasteurised  Milk 

U.H.T. 

6 

9 

Pass  Fail 

Pass  Fail 

Pass  Fail 

6 

9 

9 

- 

One  shop  was  registered  for  the  sale  of  milk  during  the  year. 

THE  LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS,  1963 

i  Number  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  - Nil 

ii  Number  of  samples  of  liquid  pasteurised 

egg  submitted  to  the  Alpha  Amylase  Test  - 3 

iii  Number  of  samples  which  passed  the 

Alpha  Amylase  Test  - 3 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  I960 

In  all  57  inspections  were  made  to  food  premises  and  2^  informal 

notices  were  served,  regarding  contraventions  of  the  Regulations.  In 

the  majority  of  cases,  premises  are  found  to  be  maintained  to  the  standard 

required,  showing  that  traders  are  conscious  of  their  obligations  under 

the  Regulations 
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The  following  details  are  required  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security  Circular  1/73: 


Trade  Group 

No.  of 

Premises 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Premises 

complying 
with  Reg. 
1^ 

Premises 
to  which 
Reg.  19 

applies 

Premises 
complying 
with  Reg. 

19 

Bakeries 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Bakers  Shops 

10 

10 

- 

- 

Butchers  Shops 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Cafes/Restaurants 

13 

13 

13 

13 

Confectioners  Shops 

13 

13 

- 

- 

Canteens 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Fish  & Chip  Shops 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Fish  Merchants 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Food  Packers 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Fruiterers/Green  Grocers 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Grocers 

2k 

24 

24 

24 

Hospitals 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Hotels 

16 

16 

16 

16 

Ice  Cream  Factories 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Institutions 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Licensed  Clubs 

Public  Houses  & 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Licensed  Premises 

34 

34 

34 

34 

School  Kitchens 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Slaughterhouses 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Sweet  Manufacturers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Wholesale  Dealers 

6 

6 

6 

6 

TOTAL 

190 

190 

167 

167 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (MARKET  STALLS 

AND  DELIVERY  VEHICLES) 

REGULATIONS, 

1966 

Five  inspections  under  the  above  regulations  were  carried  out. 
Generally,  conditions  on  Delivery  Vehicles  and  Stalls  were 
satisfactory. 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 

The  following  information  is  required  by  Circular  1/73: 


i  No.  of  poultry  processing  premises  - 1 

ii  No.  of  visits  to  this  plant  - 27 

iii  Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  - 9»555 

iv  Types  of  birds  processed:  Fowls,  Capons, 

Turkeys,  Chickens 

V Weight  of  poxzltry  condemned  as  unfit  - 670  lbs 

vi  Percentage  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  - ^•8% 


vii  The  routine  adopted  to  inspect  poultry  is  for  the  employees  at 
the  premises  to  lay  aside  birds  which  are  suspect  and  where 
necessary  a weekly  visit  is  made  to  examine  these  and  judge 
their  fitness  for  food. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1936 

Five  complaints  were  received  concerning  nuisances  from  smoke, 
none  of  which  recurred  following  informal  action. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS,  1932  - 6l 

Of  the  27^  ships  entering  the  dock,  12  were  inspected.  All  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  One  Deratting  Exemption  Certificate  was  issued. 
The  prescribed  form  concerning  shipping  statistics  can  be  found  in 
Appendix  6. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS,  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

The  total  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  was 
210,  there  being  9 deletions  and  l4  additions  during  the  year.  Visits 
numbered  44  and  25  informal  notices  were  served.  Conditions  generally 
were  found  to  be  very  good. 

Further  details  are  given  in  the  appendix  to  this  report. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1930 

There  are  219  shop  premises  in  the  Borough.  Statutory  forms  were 
checked  during  inspections  under  the  Offices,  Shops  8c  Railway  Premises 
Act  or  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations. 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  8c  1936 

Thirty  licences  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  and  seven 
licences  for  petroleum  mixture  were  issued.  Two  new  petroleum  mixture 
licences  were  issued.  Nine  ullage  tests  were  satisfactorily  carried  out, 
seventy-six  visits  were  made  and  five  informal  notices  were  served. 

The  amoimt  of  petrolexxm  licensed  to  be  stored  is  82,850  gallons  of 
petroleum  spirit  and  1,420  gallons  of  petroleum  mixture. 

Agreement  was  given  for  the  use  of  self-service  pumps  at  two 
garages.  The  installation  of  2 x 5OOO  gallon  petrol  tanks  and  the  nec- 
essary pipe  lines  was  supervised  and  pressure  tests  carried  out  before  use. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  I96I  - BYELAWS  AS  TO  HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BABBERS 

The  number  of  premises  to  which  these  Byelaws  apply  is  20,  of 
which  15  are  ladies  hairdressers  and  5 barbers. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 

During  the  year,  one  application  for  a new  licence  was  approved. 
One  dealer  failed  to  renew  his  licence  and  was  removed  from  the  list. 

One  store  was  also  removed  from  the  list  bringing  the  total  registered 
dealers  to  4 and  :total  registered  premises  5* 

Two  inspections  were  made  of  scrap  yards  and  stores. 
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APPENDIX  1 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTION  MADE  AND  NOTICES  ISSUED  ETC. 
Number  of  complaints  245 

Visits  and  inspections  regarding; 

Complaints  and  nuisances  226 

Disinfestations  1 

Factories  13 

Food  Premises  57 

Houses  31 4 

Petroleum  Storage  76 

Rodent  Infested  Premises  l49 

Ships  12 

Shops  44 

Slaughterhouse  - Inspections  29 

- Meat  Inspections  486 

Tents  and  Caravans  62 

Notices  Served 

Informal  197 
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APPENDIX  2 

1 . Inspections  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  Health 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

(1) 

Register  | 
(2) 

I Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

1 . Factories  in  which 
Section  1,2,3»^i  & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

8 

4 

the  Local  Authority 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 

75 

15 

Local  Authority 

5.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
premises) 

8 

- 

- 

Total 

91 

19 

1 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec- 
utions 

were 

inst- 

ituted 

(6) 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied  I 

Referred 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Insp- 
ector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Insp- 
ector 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

> 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

_ 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  - OUTVJORK  - SECTIONS  133  and  134 


■ 

j 

Section  133: 

Section  13^ 

Nature  of 

No.  of 

No*  of  ? 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Work 

Outv/orkers 

cases  of  I 

Ehrosec- 

instan- 

in August 

default  j 

utions 

ces  of 

list  requ- 

in sending  j 

for  fail- 

work in 

Noti- 

Pros- 

ired by 

lists  to  ' 

ure  to 

unwhole- 

ces 

ecut- 

Section 133 

Council  j 

supply  lists 

some 

Served 

ions. 

(1)  (c) 

1 

premises* 

(1) 

(2) 

(3)  i 

w 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

V/earing  Apparel 

Making  etc* 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cleaning  and 
washing  etc* 

1 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

APPENDIX  3 


HOUSING 


Number  of  houses  in  Borough 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  2322 

Houses  demolished  (a)  in  Clearance  Areas 

(b)  not  in  Clearance  Areas 

Houses  closed  13 

Number  of  dwellings  in  Clearance  Orders  confirmed 
Number  of  dwellings  on  which  Demolition  Orders  made 
Number  of  dwellings  on  which  Closing  Orders  made  1 

Number  of  undertakings  not  to  re-let  houses,  1 

House  made  fit  (a)  after  informal  action  by  Local 

Authority  2 

(b)  after  formal  action  by  Local 

Authority  - 

(c)  after  demolition  order  revoked 

(d)  after  Closing  Order  revoked 


(e)  Previously  included  in  a Clearance 


Area  9 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

(1 ) Discretionary  Grants 

(a)  Applications  submitted  139 

(b)  Applications  approved  137 

(2)  Standard  Grants 

(a)  Applications  submitted  3 

(b)  Applications  approved  3 
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HOUSES  ERECTED  1921  - 1972 


Year 

By  Private 
Enterprise 

By  Local 
Authority 

Prefabricated 
Temp  Houses 

Total  1 

1 

1921 

1 

22 

23 

1922 

- 

- 

- 

1923 

- 

24 

” 

4 

32 

24 

1923 

20 

72 

36 

1926 

12 

26 

92 

-»o 

1927 

1 

97 

38 

1928 

23 

31 

98 

1929 

4 

76 

1930 

7 

16 

4 

1931 

2 

23 

1932 

- 

60 

2 

1933 

20 

8 

60 

193^ 

32 

— 

28 

1933 

42 

24 

32 

1936 

38 

76 

66 

1937 

33 

100 

134 

1938 

37 

178 

133 

1939 

23 

30 

213 

1940 

4 

33 

19^1-^3 

— 

4 

19^ 

1 

30 

- 

1947 

14 

64 

31 

1 19^8 

1 

142 

78 

19^9 

11 

68 

_ 

143 

1930 

12 

74 

_ 

79 

1931 

20 

48 

86 

1932 

11 

78 

68 

1933 

9 

74 

89 

1 1934 

7 

67 

83 

i 1933 

10 

31 

_ 

74 

1936 

4 

36 

_ 

61 

I 1937 

1 

43 

_ 

60 

j 1938 

3 

33 

46 

,-0  ' 

! 1939 

47 

24 

38 

i960 

36 

48 

71 

1961 

3 

26 

84 

1962 

1 

14 

31 

1963 

1 

13 

1964 

1 

1963 

1 

37 

- 

1966 

3 

9 

38 

1967 

39 

42 

_ 

12 

1968 

47 

334 

81 

1969 

16 

381 

1970 

13 

16 

1971 

12 

137 

_ 

13 

1 1972 

4 

. “ 1 

1^9 

h 

j Total 

638 

2307 

50  I 

3013 
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APPENDIX  k 


CARCASE  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED 

AND  CONDEMNED 

Cattle 
exclud- 
ing Cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Calves 

Total 

Niimber  killed 
and  inspected 

1691 

214 

3068 

2703 

14 

7690 

A,  All  diseases: 
exeept  Tuber- 

culosis  and 

Cystic erci 

V/hole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

36 

71 

11 

4 

124 

Carcase  of 
which  some 
part  of  organ 
was  condemned 

138 

87 

86 

155 

7 

473 

Percentage  of 
the  number  imsp- 
ected  affected 
with  disease 
other  than 
Tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

8.3 

57.5 

5.1 

6.1 

78.5 

7.8 

B,  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

I 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  orgaj 
was  condemned 

1 - 

- 

- 

27 

- 

1 

27 

Percentage  of 
the  number 
inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

10.0 

- 

0.4 

C*  Cysticerosis 

V/hole  Carcasea 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcase  of  which 
some  part  or  orgai 
was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcase  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refirigeration 

- 

- 

i 

- 

1 - 

j 

i 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 


Beef  (Home  Killed)  27»123  lt>s 
Mutton  (Home  Killed)  3*^25  lbs 
Pork  (Home  Killed)  2,669  lbs 
Meat  at  Retail  Shops 

Canned  Meats  52  lbs 
Other  canned  foods  486  lbs 
Frozen  Foods  482  lbs 
Other  food  including  poultry  1,865  lbs 


Total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned:-  l6  tons  2 cwts  1 qtr  10  lbs 


APPENDIX  5 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  l6:- 

(a)  For  the  manufacture,  storage  or  sale  of  ice  cream 

(b)  For  the  prenaration  or  manufacture  of  sausage, 
or  potted  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved. 


The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1959 

Sampling 

(a)  Number  of  samples  taken 

(b)  Number  of  samples  in  Provisional  Grade  I 

(c)  Number  of  samples  in  Provisional  Grade  II 

(d)  Number  of  samples  in  Provisional  Grade  III 

(e)  Number  of  samples  in  Provisional  Grade  IV 

Milk  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

Number  of  registered  dairies 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


RELATING  TO  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  DUTIES 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 


SECTION  1 - STAFF 


TABLE  A 


Name  of  Officer 

Nature  of 

Date  of 

Qualifications 

Any  Other  I 

appointment 

Appointment 

Appointments  held 

Dr.  I.G.P.  Fraser 

M.O.H. 

1.  7.67 

M.B. , Ch.B. , 

D.P.H. 

Area  Executive 

M.O.H. 

D.S.  Halley 

C. P.H.I. 

16.  5.47 

M.R.S.H. , 

M. A. P.H.I. 

Shops  & Petroleum 
Inspector  & 

C. P.H.I.  of  ad- 
joining rural 
district. 

G.K.  Hope 

P.H.I. 

5.  5.69 

Cert.  P.H.I. 
Ed.B. , 

M. A. P.H.I. 

P.H.I.  of  ad- 
joining rural 
district. 

Miss  M.L.N.  Fewell 

Clerkess 

19.10.70 

Address  & Telephone  Numbers  of  Medical  Officer: - 


Area  Health  Office,  Wagonway  Road,  Alnwick.  Tel.  Alnwick  2263  (Office) 
Public  Health  Office,  Berwick-upon-Tweed.  Tel.  Berwick  6332  (Office) 

SECTION  11  - Amount  of  Shipping  entering  district  during  the  year 

TABLE  B 


Ships  from  Number  Tonnage  Number  inspected  by  Number  of  ships 

M.O.H.  P.H.I.  reported  as  having 

had  during  the 
voyage  infectious 
disease  on  board 


Foreign  Ports 

42 

9,584 

- 

12 

- 

Coastwise 

232 

62,161 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

274 

71,745 

- 

12 

- 
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SECTION  111  - CHARACTER  OF  SHIPPING  AND  TRADE  DURING  THE  YEAS 

TABLE  C 


iPassenger  Traffic 


Cargo  Traffic 


(Number  of  passengers  Inwards  - k 
(Number  of  passengers  Outwards  - 4 

(Principal  Imports  - Timber,  Maize,  Fertiliser  and 

other  Chemicals,  Seaweed,  V/heat. 
(Principal  Exports  - Animal  feeding  stuffs  and  stone. 


Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive  - Nordenhamn, 

Rotterdam. 


Bremen,  Hamina, 


SECTION  IV  - Inland  Barge  Traffic  - Nil 
SECTION  V - Water  Supply  - No  change. 

SECTION  VI  - Public  Health  (Ship)  Regulations,  1966  - No  change. 

SECTION  VII  - Smallpox  - Vaccinal  dates  of  ambulance  crews  as  follows:- 
3 “ 10.10.69  1 - 17*10.69  2 crew  not  vaccinated 

SECTION  VIII  - Venereeil  Disease  - No  change. 

SECTION  IX  - Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  disease  on  ships 

TABLE  D - Nil  Return 

SECTION  X - Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  Malaria  on  ships  - No  change. 

SECTION  XI  - Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected  of 
plague  - No  change. 

SECTION  XII  - Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 

TABLE  E - Nil  return 

TABLE  F - 1 Deratting  Exemption  Certificate 
issued. 

SECTION  XIII  - Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances  - During  the  year  12 
ships  were  inspected,  all  of  them  from  foreign  ports.  No 
nuisances  were  found. 

SECTION  XIV  - Public  Health  (Shell-Fish)  Regulations,  1934-48  - No  change. 
SECTION  XV  ~ Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens  - No  change. 

SECTION  XVI  - Miscellaneous  - No  change. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Public  Health  Department, 

Mxxnicipal  Offices, 

Wallace  Green, 

Berwick-upon-Tweed . 

15th  February  1973* 


Signature:  D.S.  Halley  Position  held:-  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  Date:  25th  January  1975 
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